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Attention: Chiefs of Staff and News Directors


	 


Embargoed until 4pm Friday 19 September 2008








Firepower story wins 2008 George Munster Prize for Independent Journalism





Gerard Ryle and Jacquelin Magnay have won the prestigious George Munster Award for their coverage in The Sydney Morning Herald of one of the biggest swindles in Australian corporate, sporting and political history, the ‘Firepower’ scandal. The award was presented by the Australian Centre for Independent Journalism (ACIJ) at the University of Technology, Sydney (UTS) tonight (Friday 19 September).





In awarding the prize, the Director of the ACIJ, Tony Maniaty, said that ‘Gerard and Jacquelin, through dogged persistence and sheer hard work, followed what at first appeared to be a profile of a rather curious character, Tim Johnson – then discovered that they were entering another realm of investigation altogether, one that linked a major fraud with some very big names at the highest levels of Australian and international society, in a labyrinth of charm and duplicity and a patent lack of governance and accountability.  Exposing the whole network became their mission’. 





Tony Maniaty commented that the calibre of entries in this year’s George Munster Award was exceptional, with many demonstrating qualities the judges were looking for - a national story brought to light, well-honed journalistic skills, determination and perseverance, and courage in the face of those who might exert their influence to silence a story.  





‘The judges also acknowledged in particular two other entries: Ross Coulthart and Nick Farrow and the Nine Network’s Sunday team for ‘The Butcher of Bega’ and Deb Whitmont and Morag Ramsay and Four Corners for ‘The Newman Case’.





The forum – ‘The future of investigative journalism in Australia’- which followed the award, will be broadcast on ABC Radio National at 5pm on Sunday 28 September.  
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